Bethel Island Municipal		Meeting Minutes
Improvement District		Regular Meeting of 3/12/26

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
THE BETHEL ISLAND MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
BETHEL ISLAND, CALIFORNIA
3085 STONE ROAD
BETHEL ISLAND, CALIFORNIA

DATE:  MARCH 12, 2026

The Bethel Island Municipal Improvement District met in regular session located at 3085 Stone Road, Bethel Island, CA at 6:30 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following were found to be present: Directors:, Anthony Berzinas, Bruce Smith, and Lisa Kirk.  Attorney Dave Larsen, District Manager Regina Espinoza, Whitney Crockett from Maze & Associates, Susan Barnes from SCI Consulting Group and Mark Fortner from GEI Consultants were also present.  Directors Tom Knorr, Jr. and Vignesh Rama were absent.

2.  BOARD DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL APPEARANCES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Directors Berzinas, Smith and Kirk had no conflicts.  Directors Knorr, Jr. and Rama were absent.

3.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS
This item was moved to the next Regular Meeting agenda.

Director Berzinas stated he would like to move agenda item 11B to Consultant Presentations.

District Manager Espinoza asked if the Board would like to consider the Consent Calendar at this time.

4.  CONSENT CALENDAR
A.  A motion was made by Director Smith to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 12, 2026.

5.  SEPARATE CONSIDERATION ON ANY ITEM(S) REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR
Director Kirk stated she wanted to add to the minutes.  She wanted the minutes to show that she requested the park budget for the Park Standing Committee, which includes expenditures and employee costs that is being included in the general fund.  She wanted to have the information before there was a discussion for the assessment.

There was a discussion on the location of Director Kirk’s comment and what was said at a previous meeting.

District Manager Espinoza stated there is a budget and then there are expenditures.  The District doesn’t have a budget for the park and nothing is allocated for the park.

Director Berzinas requested a report of expenditures for the park at every meeting until it is resolved.

As amended, the vote was seconded by Director Kirk and showed three directors in favor (Directors Knorr, Jr. and Rama were absent).  Motion carried.

Director Rama joined the meeting at 6:46pm.

Director Berzinas read the next agenda item under the Consent Calendar.

Director Kirk stated there is no mention of mobile home parks in the Subventions Application.  She feels that the residents on the island are more full time instead of part time influx.

District Manager Espinoza stated the District uses census information.

Director Kirk asked if there was a way to capture all residents of the island.

District Manager Espinoza reiterated that census information is used for assessment purposes.  She recommended contacting OES for a more accurate count.

A motion was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director Kirk to adopt Resolution No. 26-03-12A “Authorizing Preparation of Necessary Documents to Submit an Application for the Maintenance Work Under the California Department of Water Resouces’ Delta Levees Maintenance Subventions Program Fiscal Year 2026-27”.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Knorr, Jr. was absent).  Motion carried.

6.  ANNOUNCEMENT
District Manager and District Clerk Bixby introduced Ms. Sandi Mauricio as the new Assistant Secretary.

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT
None.



8.  NEW BUSINESS (CONSULTANT PRESENTATIONS)
A.  APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2025 DISTRICT AUDIT BY MAZE AND ASSOCIATES
Ms. Whitney Crockett from Maze & Associates gave a presentation on the District Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025 audit.  She was presenting for Mr. David Alvey who could not attend.  The presentation included the Basic Financial Statement, Memorandum on Internal Controls and Required Communications.  Ms. Crockett wanted to include a thank you to the staff for their assistance during the audit.

Director Rama asked if there was a State requirement to keep a minimum balance in the account.

Ms. Crockett stated there is no requirement.

A motion was made by Director Rama and seconded by Director Smith to approve the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025 District Audit.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Knorr, Jr. was absent).  Motion carried.

B.  DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF 2026-27 LEVY ADMINISTRATIVE RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH SCI CONSULTING GROUP REGARDING THE LEVEE AND FLOOD CONTROL FACILITIES MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR ASSESSMENT
Ms. Susan Barnes from SCI Consulting Group presented the renewal agreement for the current Assessment District.  The agreement is for continuing support and services for the current assessment district.  The services would include setting the rate, setting the public hearings and filing with the County on the assessment.

A motion was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director Kirk to authorize the signing for the renewal Consultant Services Agreement with SCI Consulting Group regarding the 2026-27 Levee and Flood Control Facilities Maintenance and Repair Assessment.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Knorr, Jr. was absent).  Motion carried.

11B.  DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL FOR BETHEL ISLAND COMMUNITY PARK BENEFIT ASSESSMENT FROM SCI CONSULTING GROUP
This item was moved from New Business.

Ms. Susan Barnes presented the proposal for the Bethel Island Community Park Benefit Assessment from SCI Consulting Group.  The proposal is organized into four tasks required for the balloting of the assessment.  The tasks include planning and feasibility; assessment engineering and engineer’s report; non-advocacy informational outreach services; and Proposition 218 Ballot Proceeding Services.  The total estimated fee would be $51,000 for the services.

There was a discussion on the procedures for Proposition 218.

Director Rama asked if there could be a fee charge instead of having the assessment.

Director Berzinas stated staff has been asked to update the park permit and the hold harmless agreement for volunteers.  The Park Standing Committee will be tasked with setting fees for events in the park.

District Manager Espinoza stated staff had met with SCI to work with a preliminary tax of $22 - $28 per year given the current park expenditures and SCI fees.

President Knorr, Jr. joined the meeting at 7:14pm.

Director Kirk stated the $51,000 is a little high for the park.

There was further discussion on the parameters that need to be set in order for the park to support itself.  It was recommended to have the Park Standing Committee to discuss and figure out a fee schedule.

District Manager Espinoza stated she is not sure that the fees would cover the maintenance in the park.  There were other possibilities.  The other possibilities include retaining ownership of the park and asking someone else to maintain it; or source it out for maintenance; or the District no longer runs the park and hands it over to another entity.

The Board agreed to deny the proposal at this time and figure out the other options before going for an assessment.

Director Berzinas asked how often the Certificate of Occupancy or any other changes in properties are updated.

Ms. Susan Barnes stated the County submits the information once a year which is published in July.  She feels that the District is doing the right thing and investigating the revenue and expenses before thinking about an assessment.

Director Berzinas stated there was now a full Board so he would like to continue with Agenda Item 3.

3.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Director Kirk asked about two of the board members meeting with staff to prepare the agenda.  She believes that it should be an Ad-Hoc Committee.  She has asked for things to be placed on the agenda, and they are not on the agenda.  

Director Berzinas stated the meetings have existed for months and that is how the District Manager prepares the agenda.  It is nice that the President and the Vice President are aware of the agenda items prior to the meeting.

There was a discussion on who attends the agenda meeting to discuss the agenda.

District Manager Espinoza explained to Director Kirk that she tries to put items on the agenda, but sometimes they don’t need a specific spot on agenda, they could be discussed under her District Manager’s Report or other locations on the agenda or on the next agenda depending on the receipt of the request.  It also depends on what documentation is needed for the item.

Director Kirk also asked about why the agenda states, “Discussion and Consideration of” when there is an action item.  She asked if it could read “action item”.

District Manager Espinoza stated she will discuss it with general counsel to see what fits best.

Director Kirk nominated for the positions to remain the same.

President Knorr, Jr. stated as he goes into the summer months he is working on the water and he would like to switch positions but is fine with it being the same.  Director Berzinas could just step in as Vice President when needed.

A motion was made by Director Kirk and seconded by Director Rama for Tommy Knorr, Jr. as Board President, Tony Berzinas as Vice President, Lisa Kirk as Board Secretary and Vignesh Rama as Treasurer.  Directors Smith as Primary and Berzinas as Secondary for Project Application Approvals; Director Knorr, Jr. as Primary and Smith as Secondary for the Park Standing Committee; Directors Kirk as Primary and Berzinas as Secondary for BIMAC/Fire Station Update; Directors Knorr, Jr. as Primary and Kirk as Secondary for Drainage Ad-Hoc Committee.  The vote showed five directors in favor.  Motion carried.

C.  DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF SIPHON PIPE ON 4083 WILLOW ROAD
Mr. Mark Fortner from GEI Consultants reported on the different options concerning the siphon.  Action item options include assume the pipe was abandoned with pumped grout and leave it in place; excavate on the land side of the levee, between the house and levee crown to determine if part of the siphon is still in place; or excavate on the crown of the levee to see if the siphon is still in place.  Any excavation should wait until summer and be performed during low tide since it appears it is fairly deep below the levee crown.  It is likely that when the house was built, that the siphon was abandoned and a steel plate was welded at the end.  The existing spigot on the water side may have been used to pump grout into the pipe to seal it.

Director Berzinas asked if the pipe should be approached on the waterside of the levee and fill in the pipe.

Mr. Mark Fortner stated filling it with concrete grout could be one option.  Two spickets could be inserted and when the grout is inserted you could open the spickets to let air out and make sure that the pipe is sealed.

District Manager Espinoza asked if there will be any further information when the ground penetrating radar project goes through.

Mr. Mark Fortner stated it might show up and give some more information.  It won’t tell you if it is an empty pipe.  He advised waiting until summer and low tide.

Director Berzinas stated it would it be advisable to wait for the ground penetrating radar.  It could provide more information as to how to approach the pipe.

President Knorr, Jr. stated he had a conversation with the District Manager and a question came up on whose property the pipe is located.  The pipe could be located on Russo’s property and staff should find out if the pipe has been abandoned.

There was a discussion on the location of the pipe in correlation to the house and it was clarified that the pipe is under the house.

The Board came to a consensus that the pipe could be investigated when the ground penetrating radar is done.

9.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.  UPDATE ON BETHEL ISLAND CULVERT/DRAINAGE/SEEPAGE/STANDING WATER ISSUES
District Manager Espinoza stated the drainage project on Taylor Road (Bethel Island Flooding Remediation Project Phase 1) was completed in late November.  Phase 2 preparations will resume soon, and GEI will provide an update at a future meeting.  At the last meeting, there were three issues related to the project.  One being the asphalt driveway completion and premature deterioration, the request of a box to cover at water valve on one property and marking of what appears to be a type of utility in front of another property along the Taylor Road project.  All these issues have been raised with the GEI engineer.

Director Smith noted the clean fill that the subcontractor used had rock, concrete and bricks.

Director Berzinas asked if there is going to be a survey done on the property where the pump station is currently located.  The property will be changing with the new pump station. and the property owner would like to know how much property is going to change.

District Manager Espinoza stated she will make sure that is passed on to the engineer.

B.  DISCUSSION OF ROCKING UNDER GANGWAYS
District Manager Espinoza stated there were no updates at this time.

C.  DISCUSSION OF PARK USE PERMIT
This item was discussed earlier.

12.  IN PROCESS AND NO DISCUSSIONS
A.  DISCUSSION OF 5 YEAR PLAN
Nothing was discussed.

B.  DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE LONG TERM PARK FUNDING
Nothing was discussed.

13.  NEW BUSINESS
A.  DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF BETHEL ISLAND COMMUNITY CLEAN UP DAY AGREEMENT
This item will be discussed at the next regular meeting.  The Clean Up Day is scheduled for October 17, 2026.

B.  DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL FOR BETHEL ISLAND COMMUNITY PARK BENEFIT ASSESSMENT FROM SCI CONSULTING GROUP
This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

14.  CONSENT ITEMS – STAFF REPORTS
Reports were available to the public.

A. District Manager Report Update on Goals, Strategies, Problem Areas, Work Completed
District Manager Espinoza stated there have been some staffing additions that will be introduced at a future meeting.  The skid sprayer has been ordered.

B.  Levee Superintendent Monthly Report of Work Performed
Nothing was discussed.

C.  District Clerk Monthly Report of Work Performed
District Clerk Bixby stated Form 700’s are due by April 1st.

D.  Report of Monthly Work to be Performed
Nothing was discussed.

E.  Treasurer Report
Nothing was discussed.

Balances as of 2/28/2026:
Checking Account: $592,827.90
Money Market (unrestricted funds): $41,321.39
Money Market (unrestricted funds): $11,349.87
Park Account: $3,270.03
House Number Account: $336.02
Delta Coves First Deposit: $738,314.72
Delta Coves Contingency Funds: $2,972,499.48
Delta Coves O & M Funds: $1,167,668.98
LFCF Repairs and Improvements: $313,236.15
LFCF Maintenance: $316,582.96

Advance Funding from DWR
Money Market is $43,625.35				(HEHE NW Levee Project)

A motion was made by Director Knorr, Jr. and seconded by Director Smith to receive and file the Staff Reports.  The motion showed five directors in favor.  Motion carried.


15.  DIRECTOR REPORTS
A.  BETHEL ISLAND PARK COMMITTEE (STANDING)
Nothing was discussed.

B.  5 YEAR PLAN COMMITTEE (STANDING)
Nothing was discussed.

C.  WEBSITE/PUBLIC OUTREACH/SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE (AD-HOC)
Nothing was discussed.

D.  BIMAC/FIRE DISTRICT UPDATE
Nothing was discussed.

E.  DRAINAGE COMMITTEE (STANDING)
Nothing was discussed.

16.  SUGGESTION FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Discussion of Communication and Notification Practices

17.  CORRESPONDENCE
None was discussed.

A motion was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director Rama to adjourn the meeting.  The vote showed five directors in favor.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 8:33pm.

Submitted by Denece Bixby, District Clerk
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