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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

THE BETHEL ISLAND MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

BETHEL ISLAND, CALIFORNIA

3085 STONE ROAD

BETHEL ISLAND, CALIFORNIA

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 17, 2020
The Bethel Island Municipal Improvement District met in an special session located at 3085 Stone Road (via Zoom), Bethel Island, CA at 6:44 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following were found to be present: Directors: Bruce Smith, Anthony Berzinas, Lisa Kirk and Tom Knorr, Jr..  Attorney Dave Larsen, District Manager Regina Espinoza, Mark Fortner from GEI were also in attendance.  Director Steve Lucas was absent.
BOARD DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL APPEARANCES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Directors Smith and Berzinas will recuse themselves from the update on Taylor Road if a vote is required.
CONSENT CALENDAR

A motion was made by Director Berzinas and seconded by Director Knorr, Jr. to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of July 16, 2020; authorization to renew the BAC Line of Credit for $300,000 and for BAC to send paperwork for Board signature; approve Maze & Associates Letter of Understanding for Services Associated with the Preparation of the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2020 District Audit.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Lucas was absent).  Motion carried.
Agenda Item 3D will be continued due to inability to retain unanimous vote.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Smith stated the air today is a lot cleaner than it had been because of the fires burning in California.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Because the meeting was being done on Zoom, there was a momentary silence to allow for any public comment.  There was no public comment.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UPDATE ON BETHEL ISLAND CULVERT/DRAINAGE/STANDING WATER ISSUES

Mr. Mark Fortner gave an update on the Taylor Rd drainage issue project.  He projected the project will cost around $60,000 to $82,000 or $100,000 to $120,000 depending on the length of storm drainpipe installed.  He has not submitted the plans to the County as he wants to make sure on the cost estimate for the project before submitting it to the County.
There was a brief discussion on what and how the project would be done.
Director Berzinas stepped down from the Board and, as a private resident, asked questions about the erosion that is happening at his house.  After his questions were answered, Director Berzinas rejoined the Board.

Director Kirk asked how the District was going to pay for it; whether it would be funded as a special project or be subventionable.

The Board asked that the discussion of financial costs for this project be put on the next agenda.
The Board also agreed to have Mr. Mark Fortner and District Manager Espinoza move forward with the submittal to the County.

UPDATE ON ASSET MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

No update.
SHEETPILE PROJECT – FIVE YEAR PLAN

No update.
NEW BUSINESS

CONDUCT VARIANCE HEARING FOR 1540 TAYLOR ROAD
Mr. Steve Conran gave a background on what he would like to do to be able to build his house.  The house will be 1,428 square feet and not 2600 square feet, three-bedroom, two bath.  Work has been done to the levee and now the house will be encroaching into the toe of the new levee slope.  He will also be installing a 4-foot stem wall at the toe of the levee.
District Manager Espinoza stated she and Mr. Mark Fortner looked at the location and Mark submitted his comments.

Mr. Mark Fortner stated there should be a five-foot setback on either side and the proposed project is pretty much right up to the setback.  The structure would be about five feet into the toe.  He recommended that the property owner have a little stem wall and a drain in front of it and a drain around the house.  He did not have any other concerns with the variance.
Director Knorr asked what the width of the crown is, and the height of the levee at that location.

Mr. Steve Conran stated the survey that was done, showed the levee elevation to be 11.7.
After the discussion on the levee height and the width of the levee crown, the question was asked if there was a post construction survey planned to be done to determine the final height and width of the levee.

Mr. Mark Fortner stated there could be a post construction survey done and that would answer everyone’s questions.
Director Knorr stated he is not willing to grant the variance at this time.  He felt more comfortable if the BIMID Engineer would do a post construction survey to make sure that the height and width of the levee is correct.  He recommended to continue the hearing in one or two weeks so that the survey could be completed.
President Smith closed the Public Hearing and the Board deliberated.
Director Knorr stated he would like the BIMID Engineer to verify the current height and width of the levee crown and the 3:1 slope on the landside and 2:1 on the water side of the levee.
Director Berzinas stated he wanted to see stamped engineer plans on the footings on how it will strengthen the levee toe.
The Board asked that the property owner submit any additional drawings and/or information.
The Board agreed to set a Special Meeting in two weeks.

A motion was made by Director Berzinas and seconded by Director Kirk to continue the hearing until October 1, 2020 with the time to be determined, to allow District experts to review plans/impacts that may result from requested variance and to allow the applicant to submit additional information from engineers and surveyors to afford the District’s review.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Lucas was absent).  Motion carried.
STATUS REPORT ON THE NORTHWEST LEVEE PROJECT

Mr. Mark Fortner gave an update on how the project is progressing.

CONDUCT BIENNIAL REVIEW OF THE DISTRICT’S CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE AS REQUIRED BY THE POLITICAL REFORM ACT

A motion was made by Director Berzinas and seconded by Director Kirk to approve the 2020 Local Agency Biennial Notice as prepared and attached and to authorize President Smith to sign said notice.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Lucas was absent.  Motion carried.
CONSENT ITEMS – STAFF REPORTS

Reports were available to the public.

A motion was made by Director Berzinas and seconded by Director Knorr, Jr. to receive and file the Staff Reports.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Lucas was absent).  Motion carried.
TREASURER REPORT

Balances as of 8/31/20:
Checking Account: $75,879.45
Park Account: $5,475.49
House Number Account: $336.02

Delta Coves First Deposit: $86,090.59
Delta Coves Contingency Funds:  $1,591,310.39
Delta Coves O & M Funds:  $657,529.23
LFCF Repairs and Improvements: $60,382.70
LFCF Maintenance: $11,396.13
Advance Funding from DWR
Money Market is $1,314,141.62





(NWS Project)

September 2020 Accounts Payable after 8/31/20:

$28,713.66
General Account
BETHEL ISLAND PARK COMMITTEE (AD-HOC)

Nothing to report.

DELTA INTERGOVERNMENTAL WATCHDOG COMMITTEE (AD-HOC)

No report.

WEB SITE

Nothing to report.

BIMAC/FIRE DISTRICT UPDATE

Nothing to report.

SUGGESTION FOR FUTURE AGENDA

-Approval of Current Board members Appointment Recommendation to the Elections Department and Board Supervisor Diane Burgis
-Review of Financials for Taylor Road Ditch Project

-Conduct Continued Variance Hearing for 1540 Taylor Road

CORRESPONDENCE

Director Kirk asked if the work at the Mitigation Site has been completed.  She had received complaints about the dust control.
A motion was made by Director Berzinas and seconded by Director Kirk to adjourn the meeting.  The vote showed four directors in favor (Director Lucas was absent).  Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35pm.

Submitted by Denece Bixby, District Clerk

Board approved 10/1/20
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